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or to grant such other relief as to this Hon'ble House may seem meet;
and for this act, etc., etc.

ESSOP ISMAIL MIA

[CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION]

Archives of the Legislative Assembly, Pretoria; also Colonial Office Records:
291/132

169.   PETITION TO TRANSVAAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLE
JOHANNESBURG,
June 15, 1908
TO
THE HON'BLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE
TRANSVAAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
PRETORIA
THE PETITION OF ESSOP ISMAIL MIA, IN His CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN
OF THE BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF THE TRANSVAAL
HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT
L Your Petitioner has read with grave concern Sections 68, 93,
94 and 172 of the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to
Municipal Government, recently published in the Government Gazette
of this Colony*
2.   In your Petitioner's  humble opinion, the   above-mentioned
Sections, if they are approved by this Hon'ble House, will impose very
great hardship and loss upon the British Indian community resident in
the Transvaal, will ruin many peaceable and law-abiding citizens, and
break up many an Indian home*
3.   Your Petitioner ventures to assert that, inasmuch as these Sec-
tions are based upon race and class distinctions, they can never give
satisfaction to the British Indian community.   Moreover, such distinc-
tions cast an undeserved slur upon the community that your Petitioner
has the honour to represent, as they must inevitably raise in the minds
of the white Colonists of the Transvaal feelings of contempt and scorn to-
wards British Indians, thus increasing the difficulties unfortunately stand-
ing in the way of a better understanding between the two commu-
nities.
1 This was published under the title "Transvaal Municipal Consolidation Bill:
British   Indian   Protest",